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Conditions obtaining Ad V,V,Liberia unfavourable to the 
efficient collect Ion of CuLtome revenue* 


It is not easy for an official to coirprefund the 
peculiar atmosphere of the north-west houndary district if 
ho has had no direct personal acquaintance with It* It is 
an atmosphere of general mistrust* not uiroixed with military 
terrorism. Opinions: my differ as to how it has been created; 
but I shall endeavour to Indicate how* in my opinion, it U 
being perpetuated* -To thi& end I will relate a few incidents 
that came to my not lee in the 'abat.ana district * % y object 
will be to she. how antagonistic this atmosphere ie to Customs 
revenue derivable from the noith-west frontier stations. 


1. A number of natives were passing through Fabawana station 
with palm kernels for Sierra leone. They halted quietly at 
the Custom route and paid the requisite export duty, A 
frontier Force Corporal, on duty at Kabawana, noticed a small 
knife In the possession of ©no of these natives. Its blade 
was no longer than that of an ordinary pen-knif* but the 
native-made handle was ornamented with silver, copper 
and brass. The Corporal pounqed on the native and demanded 
the knife* which was giv^n up submissively. After the 
natives had passed the Corporal made my steward a present of 
the knife. 

That home-made knife was doubtless a cherished nosBOBBion 
of its owner* and one may well imagine the thoughts of those 
natives as they entered Cierra Leone with their produce, 
rad they avoided Fabawana by passing round by one of tho 
numerous bush-paths* they would not only have saved the money 
paid in duty but also the knife. If they rrore liable to have 
a small ornamental knife taken from thorn* what security had they 
for any of their possessions 7 ihay kn%\ their liability in 
ratter of Customs duties* but they certainly did not 

know their liability at the bonds of a tyrannical and avaricious 
soldier, ° 

* v Th ^ ncr & or * 1 question was tho only soldier stationed 
at the Faba warn barracks: and one presumes* therefore. that he 
* aB selected as a trustworthy occupant of the post* Yet I 
found thifi soldier had taken it upon Mr self to ia^oe© u fins 
of Con cMHinge, upon & native headman for what the Corporal 
alleged was unncceeumry delay in eomplying with bis order for 
nen to come in to Kabawana from th*j town of ^oloma to repair 
the soldiers' houses. The paramount chief at Folema brought 
5; .-fttor to my notice* Tho headman satiefuctorily explained 
thathkas he received the Cprporai'o order he at once sent out 
to the farms where bis men were working* end at the time he 
was taken to the guard-roc^ hie men *aro actually engaged in 
cutting thatch for tho houses* The Corporal* who admitted 
that he intended to detain the headmen in the guard-room until 
the fine was paid* saw nothing unusual in bis statement that 
the fine would bo his own perquisite f 

To practically all of my questions relative to the sourco 
from which he drew his authority for x^creng)tory orders to 






friOBily chiefs and for hie fines and seizures the Corporal 
replied vaguely that "they were his orders*, and that his 
net hods were by no means exceptional* Yros igp sub sequent 
observations I arc inclined to agree with hie latter statement. 


- * On ry journo^ from Tfabawmja to ?oya I paused some of the 
ooldiers who had been sent from Folahun barracks to escort 
”ajor Ballard, Commandant of the Frontier ^orce, and his party 
of Americans interested in missionary work and in trade* 

Behind tho soldiers followed a* Commend! native. A Customs 
patrol officer vho was accompanying me, and itiio had gone 
ahead to sleep in Pokolabun the previous night, informed me 
that the Comtrendi native had complained that the soldiers had 
stopped him and dsprlved Mr of ft-9-6 in cash and a quantity 
of cotton goods he had brought from Pendembu (giorra leone). 

The native stated that he had passed the Customs station at 
Foya the day before (12th April), and had paid duty go his 
goods- later I ascertained from the Collector at ^oyu that 
several Commendi ron had paid duty at ^oy& on tho date named. 
The native was on hie way from Poya to ITelahun when seized 
by the soldiers. He told the Customs patrol officer that he 
intended to folio., the soldiers to Fsbawana and endeavour to 
get justice from T'ajpr Ballard, As I was subsequently inform¬ 
ed by tho Collector of Customs at Havana that th^ incident 
had not been brought to hie notice,I was left to assume that 
the native had been dissuaded by the soldiers from carrying 
out hit intention- 

Eron though the soldiers deprivad tho native of his goods 
on the presumption that they were not duty-paid, the robbery 
of the ran 1 s each and the fact that the seizure was not report¬ 
ed to the Customs nor the goodi handed over to tho Collector 
are sufficiently indicative of the illegal intent of the 
soldi oil in quest!or, 7hg Cut toms patrol effioor states 
that he actually heard their di&cussing the division of the 
money "got on tho road". 


Occasionally bwo are reported by Officers of the Frontier 
i orce us "proceeds o: the dale of ©muggled goods seized from 
natives by soldiers*. It may safely be assumed that many 
of such seizures are never reported by soldiers to their 
Officers, Seized goods should, of course, be transferred to 
the Curtotr; but the soldiers usually prefer to avoid the 
enquiries a Collector is required to make in connexion with 
confiscation of uncustomed goods, I v.,*e assured by 
Customs Officars that instances were not wanting where soldiers 
had deliberately destroyed a native's receipt for the payment 
Qi dut +f , precursive to relieving the man of his good,.. 


£. In Fee umber last Sergeant Yamb&su of the Frontier v orc 
vieiling Foya or patrol entered the Oustom House and flowed 
Custome patrol officer Harvey because the latter refused the 
^ergeaiit s request for money* The Sergeant proceeded to tell 
ihG loc ^ chief to drive the Customs out of tho to.n, as they 
veru onlj collecting duties for themselves, then the 
Collector reported the incident to Lieut, ^ajor he received 
the reply You must take that for granted** which, besides 
being eomeifhat cryptic, was a reply which left one to assume 
that the Lieutenant found Usrself called upon to take for 
granted way outrages us acts on the part of his men. 

In reporting this case to m tho Collector pointed out 
that eoldlors were persistsntly telling chiefs that they (the 
no idlers) alone represented the Government, and that os a 
consequence Custom officials and patrol officers *ot very 
little respect from chiefs and their people* 





The following is an extract from a letter duted Foya, 
April sotlai 1914, which I addressed to the Cfficer in command 
of the Liberian Frontier Force at.Kolahun Barraoka* 

** 1 regr-.t to notify you that I have thin day 
requested the Sergeant in charge of the eight soldiers who 
arrived yesterday for duty at Foya to send hack to Koluhun 
one of those soldioro* , 

The soldier under notice, on the lirci day of hue 
arrival here, lolectcd a native — who was ^ 0 ace ably carrying 
a basket of palm kernels to the Cut ton House for payment of 
duty - and took frou bin a hammock* The native complained 
to no when paying hi© duty, and at my request the Sorgo .nt 
Investigate the c&co, finding the ot itoment of the native 
to he correct* The soldier produced the hammock and 
appeared to think lightly of hie robbery** 

7- In February last a native paid duty at Foya on certain 
goods brought from Sierra Leone, including a cap. This cap 
was seine: by three Peso! soldiers stationed at Foyn for the 
protection sal support of the Customo* The cap was demanded 
by the Collector of Customs on behalf of its owner- The 
soldier:;, however, not only refused to return the cap, but 
proceeded to tic tho native 1 s hands and truss him up with a 
stick for having dared to complain. Tho stick was withdrawn 
by the Collector; whereupon the Collector himself was attacked 
by the joldiors, who deliberately shot at him and chace him 
out of tho Cu ct Y r f 'j uco and -t, , rouuda * 

The Collectorjihe facts to Lieut- Major, who had the 
off on ling ocldiers aont back to barracks and replace: by 
others* 

I was not surprised to loam that tho Collector at Foya 
and hie patrol officers were actually afraid of the soldiers 
who were supposed to support them; and that they feared the 
action chiefs night take as a consequence of the example set 
by tho soldiers* Thee© men have appeared to consider it 
part of their business to interfere vith Customs routine ~orkj 
and when the Collector has objected throats of vialonce have 
teen made* 


Petty tyranny - 

Push to my regret I am compelled to cay that. 

In general, the work of the Customs in the north^woot district 
hen not boon aide: by the rank and file of the Frontier Force, 
but very seriously .hampered- There is a long recital of 
pettily tyrannous acto told against soldiers by Officoro of 
Customs, and against the Peso! soldiers In, particular* It 
it these acts that, driving natives from tho main roads, h va 
laade the collection of revenue go difficult* 








Xt ia iuconcoivablo that the power to eiercisG 
petty tyranny* over illiterate natives should ho looted in 
equally illiterate natives who happen to ’'/oar the uniform of 
a soldier* It is wholly deplorable that aol&iors should fool 
as cured that a kind of high-handed despotism ia granted to 
thorn# I m convinced that Liberia has lot much through the 
little brief authority over natives permitted to iaon quite 
Incapable of using properly that authority* 

-®e 

I do rot doubt that the present CdmnrjnLling 
Officers of the Frontier Force in the north-west district have 
zasde discoveries similar to those I have recounts;', &nd that 
they are doing their utmost to change the attitude of many >f 
their men towards the native# The growth of years, however, 
can hardly be reconstituted ia a day. To the great loss of 
the Republic powerful chiefs like Bagba and Uoussa Tanga will 
continue to sock peace and security in Sierra Laone until 
ovidonco of peace and security is afforded in the districts 
they have vacated in Liberia* 

Cc - iDsioners* 

The north-west territory is rich; *nd for this 
reason alone it is imperative that officials of unimpeachable 
integrity should administer it* Real progress has already 
boon ;aade by the withdrawal of unscrupulous Commies loner a* 

The entire absence of Commiesloners I submit to be beyond 
quest ton better for the Government and the natives than the 
presence of Commie?loners whose Integrity # whoso sympathetic, 
firm and broad-minded administrative abilities have not been 
adequately proven* 

It must bo remembered that the ;.sjority of 
Commissioners formerly stationed in north-west Liberia ruled 
by nothing short of a system of martial law of tho crujoct 
kind* Ho country can materially progress under a continuance 
of th it control ling but sterilising lair, especially when it 




tEkas tonerally the fore of arbitrary rule by individual 
cold lore- i'er martial law is necessarily the govern: cut of 

i: mediate focr, under which fura crops solion flourish* 

Ana farm crop;* have not flourished in tho north-west district 
for sev^r a year©* 

Hractions. 

The country ic slowly recovering from the 
oxactlone end misrule of Cosmicsloncre* The exactlone of 
ccldier: , however, are still'a source of unrest, and often of 
cull an resentment which d:res not find expression* It has 
been the practice for native towns to be called upon to furnish 
c.-rrietrs* acaommodntioh and food to soldiers without prospect 
or hope of payment* 

X wish wholly to be fair to the officials 
co .mending or using soldiers before tho ortabl ictaent of the 
Customs Receivership- If ration allowances were not forth¬ 
coming, they hud, I prosumo, to do tho host they could for 
their men* Shat best meant "requiring*, or, in other words, 
unconditionally demanding from chiefs whatever was wonted 
which happened to wo available to the chiefs T comi-and# 

This procedure could not possibly be conducive 
to Customs revenue* Soldiers were powerful and had to be 
appeased* The Cuatome staff was net powerful; and if the 
additional imposition it made in tho matter of duties were 
avoided| the Custou: were not in a position to cioto out ouch 
ieluieint as the military forces were able t! inflict* 

Honco it became recognised by chiefs that ac long ae soldiers 
were kept oontented Customs offlours could bo ignored almost 
with impunity- Moreover, when, as a result of an executive 
order of Hie Excellenoy the President, damiaisoioaers and 
military officers vero forbidden to collect revenue, the 
Frontior Torea lost much of Ita interest in tho work of tho 
Customs on the boundary; and natives were deliberately given 
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the impression that it was the rrontler Force, and not the 
Customs staff, which represent 3d the Ooveruaent of Liberia. 

This impression still exists, and to some extent is still 
being fettered by soldiers who apparently resent the presence 
of Customs patrol men, and ¥#ho often do much toward© lee toning 
the respect Collectors of Customs have endeavoured to obtain 
for thoir very restricted patrols. 

It cannot be said that provision ia not now 
made for the ration allowances and pay of soldiers. Yet 
I found soldiers still •requiring* without payment food, 
accomrodation, and carriers for their personal effects, 

They find no opposition to their demands; for carbines have 
increased their force a© an argument since natives have - very 
wisely ■* been relieved of the majority of their guns, I feci 
sure that the Officers now in command of the ?orca do not 
approve or these exactions; but a oar-missioned Officer cannot 
accompany evjry email detachment of men moving about the 
country. Corporals find it difficult to prevent their men - 
particularly the Peer! men - from indulging in their acquisitive 
tendencies; and often the Corporals themselves do not clearly 
see why goods should not belong to him ifao has the power to 
take thum, 

A remedial measure. 

It is too much to expect that reliable noo- 
comm-ionioned Officers can ba trained at short notice in 
sufficient numbers to ensure full control over each small 
detachment of soldiers detailed for patrol or other work. 

But until these Officers are available I venture to suggest 
that it would be well to consider the advisability of keeping the 
men more strictly confined to barracks, leaving free from 
soldiery those districts which sadly need a respite from 
exactions. Theeg districts arc no« fully acquainted with 




the fore© the Government has at its command* They have 
acknowledged Government control: hut to a regrettable 
extent they h^vo itovji to identify that control with 
opprooaion* 

Lopoi ul at Ion. of towat. 

m m* ill i ii —— 

The towns that have been abandoned by their 
inhabitanta will, X feol sure, regain activity all the more 
readily if it becomes known that soldiers are concentrated in 
the barracks r and will not bo quarter© in the towns as long 
a: peace and order prevail * 

It la futile to assert that those chiefo and 
their people t*hc have oroared the boundary into Sierra Leone 
have no desire to return to their farms and hones in Liberia- 
Bagbc and Mousca Tanga personally assured me of their willing 
ness to retwsn. But, impoverisheuj they ask positive 
evidence that they will be permitted to live and make their 
far^e in peace in the localities they havo left* eakened, 

they ask protection by the Governs tint against any aggro cslon 
on the part of other tribes* That protect ion they would, 
prefer to take the form of 1 force sent direct from barracks, 
to which it should return as soon as its work has been done: 
a force that will act promptly and firmly; that will levy no 
demands upon friendly towns tor produce or labour unless fair 
payment is offered in return- Above all, perhaps, they 
sk that Coumicsicnora chuli not bo permitted to intrigue 
with chiefa for personal gain* nightly or wrongly, several 
chiefs have the Imprceoicn that the killing of the paramount 
Co-inondi chiof Mainbu by the hand! chief Boorabooquelly, 
involving the flight of the latter into Sierra Leone, was a 
culminating point in the machinations of a Gocimilmionor* 




Ho-ostabllshnont of Government authority at Laiagedu* 


The withdrawal of boI dlers from peaceful 
districts would permit of a stronger forco being available 
for active work In rebellious districts* In August, 1013, 
the Collector of Cucto:_3 at Laingedtt, a station near th*. 
juncture of the Anglo -Liberian and Franco -Lib orian boundaries* 
vms attacked and killed by the Gisoi chief Langoma, who acted 
with the support of the paramount chief Knnganyo. ihe 
Custom House was looted* Objection to the payment of Customs 
duties was the raioon d'etre of the outrage* Sinee the death 
of the Collector the Laingodu district has remained in open 
rebellion, and no attempt has boon raado to ro-octablinh 
Cuetome authority* 

The fact that nine months .«* e »tfrg hove ©lapsed 
without the murderous Langama being brought to account hardly 
makes for respect on the part of other chiefe for Government 
iUthority* 2hese chiefs must question wlitther or not it in 
hotter td eubuit to the payment of dutioo and the eraettone 
of soldiers than to defy the authority that or dura or poruito 
these imposts* 

It ic the opinion of the Customs staff in the 
north-west district {Including patrol men who wore with the 
deceased Collector prior to hie death) that fifty soldiers 
would bo ample to punish the rebellious chiefs and restore 
order at Lalngodu* Having regard to the strength of the 
Frontier Force in the district the Collectors of Onetome have 
bean at a lose to understand why punitive measures have not 
boon taken* L; ingedu was an important strutagetic station 
for the Customs f and 1 shall bo glad to learn that a force hoc 
hat boon sent to bring the chiefs under subjection* 

Whilst at FoJ^a I was in communication with 
Kang any a and Logon a through paramount chief I)ar\ ah * \t uy 

request Darwoah held a conference with the recalcitrant 
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chiefr, who Instructed him to inform no that all agreed '’to 
stop the war** Darwehh said he thought the Lalngedu chiefs 
would he prepared to meko satinfactory reparation to tho 
Government for the death of the Collector of Ouctoma; hut he 
was quite unable to say if they would consent to the ro^octeh- 
lishneat of a Custom House# Personally, I think it probable 
th'.it both Kangdnya and Langama will escape acrostic tho French 
boundary as soon as they learn that a punitive force has been 
despatched against thorn* disci "towns* are very snail, often 
consisting of only six or eight houses; chiefs in the Lalngedu 
locality hoinp numerous rather than powerful- 


Establishment of a Customs station at Gaylahan (Gelaun). 

Gaylahun is an important town within the north¬ 
ern section of the Colo forest* two days walk south of Kahawana* 
The district is rich In palm kernels and pala oil, which find 
a market in Sierra Leono, being oxohangod for cottons, gin, 
tobacco, etc* These palm products and trade goods now pace 
respectively from and into Liberia without payment of duty* 

A Custom House at Geylahun would, besides collecting an .pproc- 
iable amount of revenue, link up its patrols with those of 
Kabawane, and guide through the Customs uony of the imports 
that are escaping duty-free by being parsed into the Republic 
along paths couth of the Kabawano patrol* 

In the hope of establishing the station I took 
u email Customs staff with me to Gaylahun* Tho paramount 
chief, Plngb i Clamba, who came In from Java Jay, offered tho 
manifestly untrue statement that "Provident Howard had told 
him at Monrovia that ho need not pay duties*, adding that he 
wanted a letter from the President before considering tho 
question of a Customs st tion* 


* 
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As a result of a subsequent consultation between 
tbo paramount chief and chiefa I was definitely Informed that 
they refused to consider the establishment of a Custom House 
In tho district: and it was decided that food should be 
refused to any Customs officers I might leave in tho tom- 
It was olcnifiocnt that wen so far south os Gaylahun I was 
questioned about Laingodu. 

While the road from Gaylahum to Sierra Loone 
(Biama) is kept clean, that loading to Kabawonn has received 
no attention, from the G&yl hun sidOi doubtless because the 
chiefs do not invite the attention of tho Frontier Force or tho 
Customs* Traversing the latter read involves about ton hours 
diificult walking through uninhabited hushj dr rather # forest* 
Soldiore have rarely visited Oayl&hun; and thir fact very 
possibly has tended to confirm any wrong impressions the para- 
mount chief any have gathered during his visits tc Monrovia* 

All that is needed for tho establishment without 
friction of a Custom House at Gaylaimn is tho temporary presence 
of about twenty or thirty soldiore to Impress the chiefs that 
the forces of Government are supporting the Customs officers. 

Paramount chief Pingba Clarta, who wore the 
inscribed silver decoration presented by er-President Barclay 
to paramount chiefc # appeared to ma to be a shifty character 
upon whom no reliance should be placed* 




Erection of apparatus for the distillation of potable spirit 
at Kabcwaaa» 

Dr* Abayoml Cole has a still of considerable 
capacity awaiting erection at tabavana- On bohali of the 
African Industrial Association Ltd* he is about to make 

sugar plantation, presumably with a view to tho manufacture 
of rum* 

I have on previous occasions pointer out the 











-* 11 - 


diffioultieo tin t *rir o fr oe the local distillation or spirit©- 
Should cheup spirit nanuf icturol by Dr. Cole at Kabawsna ho 
attained by aol&ierc - either in Liberia or Sierra Leone - 
trouble i: curtain :ooncr or letor to arise* ithout agsin 
dwelling upon the requiraaents of Section 93 of the Brussels 
Convention, or upon tho lose of Customs revenue that will 
result from the local production of alcohol, I would most 
earnestly urge that in the beat interacts of north-west Liberia 
the distillation of potable spirits in that locality be 
prohibited* 

The many influential citizens of Monrovia who 
are Internoted in the African Industrial Association ought 
:uroly to take u liberal view of the question, and consent to 
deveto their activities to projects of the Association other 
than that of the distillation of spirit for native consumption* 

Custo ms p atrols* 

The number of patrol officers (half of whom ar© 
at present without gums) has boon restricted because it has 
been demanded that & Customs station in tho Kabawama district 
should coiloct sufficient revenue to pay for its maintenance* 

Co plianoo rith this demand had made an adequate patrol imposs¬ 
ible * Ter v si Alar conditions imroced upon the Cavally River 
stations it would bo necessary entirely to abandon them - 
obviously an unwise proceeding* . It is highly probable that 
an o;:tended patrol service on the north-west boundaries would 
within a roaconable length of time lead to an appreciable 
inarouse of revenue* 

I am di ; posed to regard tho self-supporting 
basic upon which the north-western stations are dependant ns 
bolnc in th) nature of a short-sighted policy, improve selva 
and non-offactive from a revenue standpoint* Revenue control 
whan attempted should be as complete as pocoible* It should 
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not be confined’to dintriots vhoro trade ic nost active, since 
trade routes miy bo deviated through uncontrolled districts, 

1 ovine the Customs with no alternative but to follow* An 
efficient preventivo service tondc to keep trade to Its 
natural routes, as no\ fiscal advantage can bo gained by the 
adoption of new routes* 

Franco*!lb rian Bound xy* 

While the Anglo-Liberian boundary has boon under 
some degree of fiscal control for several yonro, no attempt 
ban yet been made to establish Customs stations along the 
greater part of th:. Franco “Liberian boundary- i'hc work of 
the Cosamiceion now surveying that boundary v/ill prepare the 
y/ay for a Customs survey■ 

A question for future consideration* 

2he T;hole question of Custom Bouses on the 
land frontiers of the Republic will at come future date require 
careful eondideration* Ho attempt is made to collect duties 
upon imports or.toring the Protectorate of Sierra Leone from 
the north and north-east* possibly upon the assumption that 
the quantity of such imports is too snail to justify the 
maintenance of an officiant revenue service for the purpose- 
Koreovor, good': entering Sierra Leone through its porta of 

j 4 

entry are sold throughout the Protectorate at prices ?rhich 
do not induce competition troE goods which have borne heavy 
freight charges In French Guinea, in addition to duty charges 
at Conakry- Vfhen the me ana of co munioation with the 
Liberian hinterland are improved, morchants nay be nblo to 
control the hinterland trade by goods passing through porta 
of entry of the Republic, and imports from contiguouc 
countries will not liatorially increase* 
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Export duties are not considered advisable in 
Sierra Leone* Their presence in the Liberian tariff la 
doubtless due to a pressing demand to r funds rather than to 
a definite economic policy* The adoption of such a policy 
may in due season lead to the abolition of export duties on 
palm products and piaesava* and perhaps rubber; leaving only 
Ivor)!* as a dutiable export of importance* 

It la possible, therefore, the. fc Liberia may in 
tilsc bo disposed to view tho question of a 0 us tome service on 
land frontiers in the oo mo light aa it is now viewed by the 
Sierra L jou i Government* 


•• 
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Hurtior of Collector of Customs A*h*Thomac at haingedu In 

AUgU0, 19! * 


Aa no detailed report of the circumstances 
attending the death of Collector Thomas has yet been made* 
the foil erring particulars may bo of Interact* 


SevernV Cairo before Thomas wan nurd or od ho was 
warns; by some Commandl natives that the C-lasis under chief 
Lang&ma intended to kill hiis and abolish tha Customs service 
in the locality* Thomas replied that his duty was to collect 
revenue at baingedu, and that ho should continue to collect it* 

At the tine of hi*: death fthouas was in the 
Custom House preparing his official returns* with one ereopt¬ 
ion the preventive officers attached to tho station vore out 
on patrol in their respective districts* Patrol officer Alley, 
regaining at Loingedu, saw a number of Glssis going towards the 
Custom House with guns and outlaaees* leaving previously boon 
warned that after tho Collector hed boon killed abort work 
would ho made of patrol officers. Alloy ran to hide himself in 
the adjacent hush, from which he watched proceedings* 

Shots wore fired into the Custom House* Themes 
replied with a carbine, without effect, save that tho Ginsis 
hesitated in their approach* Whilst awaiting developments 
the ColloGtor was unexpeote *ly hacked in tho shoulder with 
a cutlass wielded by a native man Inside the house, whom 
Thomas had regarded us a friend* 

With one am useless Thomas endeavoured to 
resume firing at the Cinri who no - continued their approach* 
Finding the tack Impossible, he attempted to escape; but 
weakened by his wound hs was quickly caught and shot several 
times within a few y&rdc of the Custom House* Ha was promptly 
decapitated by 3iis pursuers, who placed hie head on a stick 
and made it the symbol of a wild orgy* 

All cash and documents in the Custom House were 
eoirrd* The officers out on patrol wore warned and adviced 
to run for their lives- Accordingly they lost no time in 
escaping to Foya* Oao of them, wishing to s tlcfy himself 
that the Collector had really boon killed, returned to 
Lalngedu 001 o days later, and was put in native stocks for 
hie curiosity* 


Thomas died in dofonco of hie post* ho servant 
of the Republic coult. have done more- The fact that ho was 
a mtivo of Sierra Leone adds lustre to hie loyalty* I suggest 
that official recognition of his devotion to duty Eight take 
the form of an inscribed tablet placed to his memory in tho 
Custom House at Monrovia* 

i / 

- 









